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FIGURE 3. COYOTE GETTERS 
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REX C. MC DONAID 


upon retirement from Federal Government Service 
after more than 31 years of employment with the 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 


Mr. McDonald performed a valuable service to 
conservationists, agriculturists and various 

other groups and industries primarily as a 
District Field Assistant in the Division of Wild- 
life Services. He devoted a full career toward 
wildlife management, serving his Government and 
the public with ability, ingenuity and loyalty. 
Through his efforts he helped obtain a substantial 
reduction in economic losses to livestock, crops 
and beneficial wildlife. His commendable perform- 
ance has also been instrumental in preventing the 
spread of wildlife-borne diseases transmittable to 
man and his domestic animals. 


For his achievements as a devoted public servant, 
the Department of the Interior confers on 
Mr. McDonald the Commendable Service Award. 
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A one-day symposium was held at Southwest Research Institute, 
San Antonio, Texas, on 29 November 1966 for the purpose of exchanging 
performance and design information on coyote getters. Attendees are 
listed in Table 1, in left to right order, as shown in the photograph of 
Figure 1. The attendees were welcomed by Mr. Travers and the meeting 
conducted by Co-chairmen Caroline and Oakey. Mr. Oakey suggested 
that a brief history of getter development be presented and Mr. Caroline 
called on several people in turn to contribute to this. 


Mr. Robinson stated that the original getter had been developed 
in 1938 or 1939 by Fred Merleman in Wyoming and that it is substantially 
the same getter now manufactured by the Humane Coyote Getter Company. 
The Bureau adopted this getter in the mid-1940's. The original unit encoun- 
tered difficulty with cyanide caking, and designers were not in agreement 
regarding the best size of the powder charge in the cartridge. The using 
agency leaned toward less explosive and less cyanide, while privately 
manufactured getters tended to use more of each 


Mr. Crabtree made modifications of the getter aimed toward 
eliminating or containing the wad and seal, which were projectiles and 
therefore dangerous to personnel. He has photographs of getters with 
a cage over the top, dispersing powder as they are tripped. The cage 
was used to contain the wad and seal and thus prevent them from injuring 
personnel. Mr. Crabtree also stated that he feels the shock value of an 
explosive cartridge may inhibit the tendency for a coyote to regurgitate 
and get rid of the poison. This could be an advantage over spring-loaded 


getters. 


Mr. Beavers stated that a cage over the top of the cartridge getter 
tended to break up the wad and seal and that the resulting fragments as 
well as the cyanide could still hit the trapper. He said that powder in a 
capsule with a scored top, ejected by a spring, did not present this prob- 


lem. 


Mr. Caroline took this opportunity to emphasize the need for safety 
in coyote getters. He mentioned a very recent case in which a fatality 
occurred following a hand injury associated with an explosive getter. 


Mr. Crabtree said that getters using a cartridge primer only, 
with the wad 1/4 in. away from the primer, were used in a test in 
which 46 coyotes were taken from 58 pulls, and the average distance 
of the animal from the getter was 40 yards. In another test, using the 
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. Victor Keenan 


. James L. Beavers 
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Douglas N. Travers 
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regular cartridge, 21 coyotes were recovered from 54 pulls. He stated 
again that regurgitation was common with spring-loaded getters. 


Dr. Knowlton stated that regurgitation may occur too late to prevent 
the poison from being effective, and that this should be considered in evalu- 
ating the shock factor of explosive getters. 


It was suggested that those who had brought getters to the symposium 
describe them at this time. (Figures 2 and 3 are photographs of these 


getters ) 


Mr. Poteet described his getter which is actuated by shells he loads 
himself. He reported 11 coyotes killed out of 13 pulls in ten days with these 
getters. He also said that rats often pull the getters and even chew the 
plastic top. He reported a seal problem, but does not feel it is serious. 
Mr. Poteet stated that his getters are out in weather down to 0°F in the 
winter. Some of these getters have been set in February and pulled in 
September with successful operation. Coyotes killed averaged 18 steps 
away from the getters with the furthest 94 steps away. 


Mr. Poteet believes that a coyote can grip the upper rim of the 
"Pop Getter" between histeeth and set off the getter without receiving 
the full charge of poison in his mouth. He also believes that a larger 
chamber only partially filled with poison works better. He showed the 
rigid plastic seal he uses that has only a friction fit. He feels that the 
external trip wires on the "Pop Getter'' may allow the animal to paw the 
getter and set it off. 


Mr. McDonald uses capsules filled with powder in his getter. 
Cutting knives on the top of the getter cut the capsule as it is ejected. 
The capsule material is not waterproof. He feels that if a water-resistant 
capsule were available, the device would function very well. 


Mr. Keenan, who is from Denver and works in cold weather more 
than some ofthe other attendees, uses a spring-loaded mechanical getter. 
He does not use plastic in his getter because he feels the cold weather may 
distort or weaken the plastic. He stated that he needs a very sturdy driving 
stake because it must be driven into frozen ground. He also stated that the 
poison seems to be less effective in cold weather and the reason for this is 
unknown. He said the trappers do not feel that the large size of the getter 
is a problem 
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FIGURE 2. COYOTE GETTERS 


"SURE 4. COYOTE PULLING LIQUID GETTER 


There was a discussion on the possibility of developing an interim 
getter to replace the explosive getter until the final getter is designed and 
produced. An interim getter should emphasize safety to personnel even if 
its effectiveness is reduced. For example, a figure of 50 percent recovery 
of animals might be acceptable. An interim getter would be required to 
have a good moisture proof seal to prevent the powder from caking. How- 
ever, they would need to be effective only for a period of ten days or two 
weeks. It is possible that the present "Pop Getter'' could, with some 
redesign, be used for the interim getter. A suggestion was made that 
a few test getters be made with the outer housing of glass so that a visual 
determination could be made as to caking of the powder. 


The seal problem was brought up again and apparently it has been 
a difficulty all through the history of the coyote getters. Beeswax has been 
used for a seal but after the getters age, the beeswax tends to stick to the 
getter top. 


It was agreed that Southwest Research Institute representatives 
would confer with Dr. Knowlton and Mr. Caroline to discuss modification 
of the present contract so that an interim getter can be developed. The 
main reason for the modification is that the present contract is limited 
to development of a liquid getter and it is now desirable to include consid- 
eration of a powder getter. 


Copies of three documents were given to Mr. Oakey by Mr. Robinson 
for use as background material in further getter development. These docu- 
ments are: "Investigations to Improve the Coyote-Getter Chemical Cartridge," 
David L. Bush, April 9, 1958; Coyote-Getter Cartridges with Less Explo- 
sive Power," Weldon B. Robinson, March 6, 1956; and ''Coyote-Getter Shell 
Performance, Weldon B. Robinson, April 10, 1958. 


The mailing addresses of each of the participants in the symposium 
were left with Mr. Oakey for his use in further discussions and correspondence 
with these people. 
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